
Children in Entertainment
Information regarding licensing children who are engaged in Theatre, TV, Film, Sporting Activities or Modelling
Introduction
The Children & Young Persons Act 1933 & 1963 and The Children Performances Regulations 1998 lay down the procedures for issuing licences for children who perform in the theatre, TV or filming, sporting activities and modelling.  The legislation is designed to safeguard the health, well-being, safety and education of children.
Who needs a licence?
All children from birth until completion of compulsory schooling (this is the last Friday in June, during the school year in which the child attains the age of 16) need a licence if:

· Time off school is required.
· There is any payment.
· The performance lasts more than 4 days.

· The performance is to be recorded.
Who does not need a licence?
· Children performing in amateur or school productions, providing there is no payment or the production is for less than 4 days and does not include time off school.
· Children in a church/cathedral choir performing at a religious service.
Maximum days permitted to perform
A child may not take part in a performance or rehearsal on more than 5 days in any 7 day period for broadcast or recorded performances.
A child may not take part in a performance or rehearsal on more than 6 days in any 7 day period for other performances.

For a combination of broadcast/recorded and other performances the limit for a child’s performance is as per broadcast and recorded performance, no more than 5 days in any 7 day period.
Permitted hours of performances
The hours differ slightly between broadcast/recorded performances and stage performances:
Stage 
	
	13 & Under
	13 & Over

	Earliest Times
	10 am
	10 am

	Latest Times
	10 pm *
	10.30 pm *


* Or half an hour after their last appearance, whichever is earliest.
· A child must not take part in a performance that lasts more than 3 ½ hours.

· A Childs part or total appearance must not exceed 2 ½ hours per performance.

· A child must only appear in one performance or rehearsal on any day that they attend school for the whole day.

Broadcast or recording performances
	
	9 yrs and over
	5 yrs and over
	Under 5 years

	Maximum hours at place of performance or rehearsal
	9.5 hours
	7.5 hours
	5 hours

	Earliest/latest times at place of performance or rehearsal
	7 am – 7 pm
	9 am – 4.30 pm
	9.30 am –  4.30 pm

	Maximum period of  continuous performance or rehearsal
	1 hour
	45 minutes
	30 minutes

	Maximum number of hours for performance or rehearsal
	4 hours
	3 hours
	2 hours


If there are two performances or rehearsals on the same day, there must be an interval of at least 90 minutes between the last appearance and the next performance.

Night work – films, television and broadcast performances
· Where the licensing authority is satisfied that it is absolutely essential a child may take part in a performance after midnight and before the permitted starting time. The hours after midnight are counted as part of the previous days performing time.

· There must be an interval of at least 16 hours before further work.
· If night work takes place on two consecutive nights there must be a seven day interval before any further night work.

Who applies for a licence?
The licence is applied for by “the person responsible for the production of the performance or the activity (e.g. modelling) in which the child is to take part”.  The application form is in two parts:

Part one - To be completed by the production company outlines:
· The nature of the performances.
· Days, times and schedule of rehearsals and performances.
· Chaperoneing arrangements for the child.
· Arrangements for the child’s education.
To be included:

· A copy of the contract regulating the child’s appearance in the performance.
· A signed declaration that the production is suitable for children to take part in (under section 38 (1a or b) of Children & Young Person’s Act 1963.
Part two - To be completed and signed by the parents/carers outlines:
· Further information on the child.
· Details of previous performances.
To be included:

· A photocopy of the child’s birth certificate.
· 2 recent passport size colour photographs.
· Medical certificate/declaration.
· School authorisation form.
The Local Authority requires 21 days to process a licence
Medicals
A medical certificate declaring the child is fit to take part in the proposed performance is required for:

· Film and television.
· More than 6 days broadcast performances in a 6 month period.
· Performances exceeding one week.
Otherwise a signed declaration from a parent to say that the child is fit is required.

For broadcast performances, such as a radio production, a child can perform up to and including 6 days in a six month period without the need for a medical.

Chaperones
If a parent/carer does not accompany a child, the production company is required to supply a chaperone who is currently licensed by a Local Authority.
· There must be a minimum of 1 chaperone to 12 children reflecting the age and sex of the children.
· Chaperones are required to ensure the “health, comfort, kind treatment and moral welfare” of children in their care.
· Chaperone licences are obtained from the Local Authority.  A Disclosure Check from the Criminal Records Bureau is required.
Body of Persons Licence
The Children & Young Persons Act 1963 gives a local authority the power to issue a licence to a Body of Persons e.g. a group of responsible adults – youth organisations, amateur dramatics etc (but not professional companies) to enable them to engage children in non-broadcast and recorded performances without the need to apply for separate licences for each child for each production.
Approval can be granted providing:

· The child performers concerned receive no payment (except expenses)

· All children must be chaperoneed by their own parent/carer or by a licensed chaperone with a regulatory requirement of a ratio of 1 adult to 12 children
· The Body of Persons ensures that young people only appear on stage within the time restrictions currently in force.

· Performances do not take place during school time.

· The Body of Persons ensure that arrangements are made to transport young performers to and from the venue.

The holders of the licence must ensure that they keep records of each young person’s performance.

Medicals are not required for each child, but the licence applicant must declare on the form that the young people are fit and healthy and will not suffer as a result of them having taken part in the performance/s.

Working abroad
Licences for a child working abroad should be applied for from a magistrate rather than the Local Authority.
Children who are performing away form home
· Premises used as lodgings for the child must be approved by the Local Authority in which they are situated.
· Educational provision must be approved by the Local Authority.
Earnings
Where appropriate the Local Authority may require the earning of the child to be held in trust for them.

Inspections
The Local Authority has the right to inspect, at any time, the arrangements made for the child at the place of performance.
Refusal/withdrawal
The Local Authority has the right to refuse or withdraw a licence if:

· The arrangements for the child’s safety and welfare are not adequate.
· Insufficient time is given to issue the licence.
· The school does not grant permission for absence from school.
· The dates and schedules on the licence are not adhered to.
For more information please contact:

Child Employment & Chaperone Officer
Children’s Services

2nd Floor
Bayard Place
Peterborough

PE1 1FB

01733 863667




CD











PAGE  
1

